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«omeat, thatthey may ftand upon Record for thebenefk 
of futur€ Ages. 

If itbeobjeclted that the Water of the Oeean, and per- 
haps of (bme of thefe JLakes, might at thcfirft Beginning 
of Things, in fome meafure conrain Salt, foastodifturb 
the Proportionalityof theEncreafeofSaknefs inthem, I 
willnot difpute it : But fhall obferve that fuch a Suppo- 
fition would by fo much contracl: the Age of tbe World , 
within the Date to be derived from the foregokig Argu- 
ment, which is chiefly intended to refute tbe ancient No- 
tion, fome have of lateentertained, of the Eternity ofall 
Things; though perhaps byittheWorld maybefound 
mucholder than many have hitherto imagined. 
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I, Linear Perlpec"tive, or a Hen> Mkthod of * repre* 
fentmg jujiiy all manner of Obje&s, &c, !By. 
Brook Taylor, £,» L, D» and%S. Sec,r. 8vo. 
Lonclon, 171 5* 

TH E Author of this Bbok, findiftg the«A& of Per- 
fpe&ive tO be very imperfecl: in the Books that haye 
hitherto been publilh'd on that Subje<5t, thought it worcb 
his while to confider the whole matter anew $ and from 
a careful Examination of the Prineiples this Ar* is foun* 
dedupon, he has endeavoured to eftablifh fbme Theo- 
rems, by means of which the Pra<5rice of it might be ren- 
der'd more general and eafy than has yet been done. I» 
orderto this, at firft fighr hefound it neceflary to make 
ufe.of new Terms of Arr ; tbe okl ones feemiog not to 
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be expreffive enough of what is meant by them, and beiog 
adapted to too confined an fdea of the Principles of this 
Art. In the old Perfpe&ive the chiefeft regard is had tc 
the Ground Plane, that is, the Piane of the Horizon : 
from whence is derived the Horizontttl Line, and by 
means of that Line the Reprefentations of fome Figures 
arefound by good firople Conftru&ibns. But then the 
Figures in all other Planes are drawn by reducing them to 
the Horizontal Plane by means of Perpendiculars ; which 
is an inartificial round-about way, makes a great Con- 
fufron of Lines, and isnot capable of fo much Exa&nefs. 
This confined way of treating this Subjed:, proceeds from 
the ftrong Pofleffion the Mind is bred up ia of the Notions 
of Upwardsand Downwards, which makes oneapt to re- 
fer all other irregular Pofitions to thoie principal ones. 
But the Minds of all Artifts (hould be drawn as much as 
can be from fuch confined Ways of thinking, and they 
fliould be taughc toaccuftom themfelves, as much as may 
be, to confider Nature in its general View, without 
minding thofe particular Reiations which things have with 
refpecl: to themfelves. For this reafon ©ur Author has 
reje&ed the Term of Horizomal Line, becaufe it con- 
fines the Mind too much to the particular confideration 
of theHorizontal Plane : but he confiders ail PJanes alike, 
and all Figures as they are in themfelves, without confi- 
dering their Relation to us ; leaving the Artift to do t-hat, 
when hecomesto apply the general Ruies of pra&ice to 
arty particuJar Defign. 

This Treatife is very fliort, becaufe the Author has 
confined himfelf only togive the general Rules of pra- 
ftice, leaving the Reader to himfelf or to a Mafter to find 
out particular Examples to exercife himfelf in. Yet he 
hopes he has omitted nothing that is material to the un- 
derftanding of this Art in the-faU-extentof it. The whole 
Book confifts of five Sedtions. 
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The firft Se<5Uon conrains an Explanation of the funda- 
mental Principle of this Arc, with the Derlnitions of the 
Terros, and four Theorems. The fundamental Principle 
ofthisArc, is, thac the Repreientation of any Point isa 
Point on the Pi&ure where ic is cut by a Line drawn 
from the original Point realiy placed where k oughc to 
feem to be, to the placc of the Spe&ators Eye ; and con- 
(equenciy, the Reprefentation of any Line is the Interfe- 
dJion of the Piclure with a Surface roade by drawing 
Lines from the place of the Spe&ator's Eye, to the feveral 
Pointsof the original Line to be reprefented, reaily placed 
where it ought to feem to be- For chefe Lines which 
come from thefeveral Pointsof the original Objed to bc 
placed in its proper Situation, cotheSpedlatorsEye, arc 
as fo many vifual Rays which make the Objedrfenfible. 

When a Right Line is continued in infinitum, the Vi- 
fual Ray becomes at lafl parallel to ir, and an Objed: of 
any given bignefs, if icgoes ftiil further and further ofF 
on thatLine, will at Jaft leem to vanifh ; and ac that time 
the place of its Reprefentation on the Pi&ure is the Point 
where the Ray parallel to the original Line cuts the Pi- 
<3ure. For this reafbn our Author has thoughr it proper 
to call chat Point the Vantfmg Pcirn o{ fuch an criginal 
Line (and confequently of all others paraliel toitfDefij.) 
And for the fame Reafon he calls thac Line on the 
Pi&ure a Panijhing Line (Dcf. 6.) whichis produced by 
the Interfedion of the Picture with a • lane pafiing thro' 
the Spe#ator's Eye parallel to an original Piane. There 
are ten Definitions in all, but thele are the principai. 
And in our Autbors Method thefe Vanifhing Pointsand 
Vanifhing Lines are of great ufe for the Reprefentation of 
any Line paffing through its vanilhing Point. (Prop. ».) 
Having found theReprefentarion of one Poinr in any Line, 
by any Mechod whatfoever, he findsthe Reprefenration of 
the whole Line by its vanifhing Point, which he /hews an 
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eafy Way to find m Propp 6, 8, ix. which are inthe 
fecond SecHion. And by this means he iblves feveral Pro* 
blems in Perfpeclive, which it^is not poffible to do by the 
common Way, acleaft wirhouta greatdeal ofDifficulty, 
and a great Confufion of Lines. And by this Method 
he fhews how the compleat Reprefentations of any pro* 
pofed Figuresmaybefound,^havinggiven the Reprefen* 
tation only of lorne principal parts of them. The fe- 
cond Seclion contains feveral Propofitionsto that purpofe, 
fhewing how to find the vanifhing Points and Lines of 
propofed Lines and Planes, according to the feveral Cir- 
cumftances propofed ; and by the means of them, howto 
find the Reprefentation of any given Figure. fn the End 
of this Se&ion there are fome Examples, in the Defcripti- 
on of the regular Solids and fome orher Figures. 

The third Se&ion fhews how to find the Reprefenta- 
tjon of the Shadows of all Obje&s- 

The fourth Se&ion fhews how to find the Reprefentati- 
ons of the Reflexions of Figures made by polifiYd Planes. 

The fifth Se&ion contains a few Propofitions relating 
to the inverfe Method of Perfpective ; or the manner of 
examining a Pi&ure already drawn; fo asto find out 
what Point the Picture is to be feen from, or having that 
given, tofindwhat the Figures are which are defcribed 
e?n the Piclure. 

Our Author has obferved that there may be a very 
good Expedient made ufe of in painting of large Rooms 
and Churches, which is drawn from the Nature of thofe 
Rays which produce the Vanifhing Points. This not being 
mentiond in the Book it felf, he thinks it not improper to 
take notice of it here : The Expedient is this, Having fbme 
way or other found the Reprefentation of one Point of a 
Line thar is wanted in the Pi&ure, tofind the vvhole Line, 
pafs a Thread ftretch'd through the place of the Spefta- 
ror's Eye, ia a Dire&ion parallcl to the Dire&ion the ori- 
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ginal Lineought tobein, and che Shadow of that Thread 
caft by a Candie, fo as to pafs througlithe given Point on 
the Pi&ure wiil be the Reprefcntation fought- The rea- 
fon of this Conftrudtion is, becaufe the Rays of Light 
that.pafs from the Candie to the Thread fo ftretehVL make 
the Plane which generates the Repreferitadon feoght, ffee- 
Prop t.) And theremay be other Expedkntaof the like 
naturegather'd from the fame Principle, 



IhDUCAtUS LEODIENS IS, 

Or, 

7'he Topography of the ancient Tomn and Parifh 
o/LEEDS and <Parts adjacent^ in the County of 
Y O R K, &c. $y Ralph Thoresby, Efa 
FeUow ofthe Royal~Society, London, FoL 1715. 

T V H O* the diligent and curious Author of this Wbrk 
do not profefledly treat of any Place but the ancient 
Town and Parifh of Leedcs, and the Regio Leodis, orad- 
joyning Territory called Elmet ; yet not only the Preface 
is more generai, relating to the County, but there are 
many Paflages in the Book k felf, wherein he takesocca- 
fion to infert the Pedigrees of fuch of the Nobility and. 
Gentry, as have had any Eftates within the prefcribed 
Limits, tho' the chief Seat of the Family be diftant; as 
efteeming ali Provincides, who have but Domkilium in 
Provincia : to fome of thefe he hath premifed feveral Def- 
cents from ancient Ueeds yet remaining in the refpective 
Famiiies; and tomofl of thofe that are inferted in the 
Vifitations in the Coiiege at Arms, London. he hath ad- 
ded the Dates from Original Deeds, Regifters, &c. and 
continued them to the prefent time, whicii hath rendred 
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it foacceptabie to the learned Geiitlemenof thac Facuiry 
that Fcur Kings at Arms, and fome eminent Heraids, 
have not only fubfcribed, but fince their Peruial thercof. 
bought others for their abfent Friends, exprefiing greac 
fatisfaclion in that part of the Ferformance : asmany Jear- 
ned Antiquaries have done in the other Parts telating to 
theTopography and Etymology of the Names of Places, 
&c, whichhe hathbeen very particular in, as finding the 
Name to be frequently a brief Defcription of the Place ; 
and hath been thereby enabled to difcover the Vefiigia of 
fome confiderable Antiquities, in the a&ual Survey that 
he made of thofe Places to render the Work more com- 
pleat : He hath, by the ancient Names and the Situation 
of the places, been enabled to defcribe, in a very particu- 
lar manner, the Tranfa&ions between the Pagans a»;d 
Primitive Cbrifiian Saxcns, relating to that noted Bat- 
tle upon Win-moor, An. Dom 6^5*. There are alfo 
many very confiderabie Benefadtions, and flately Edui- 
ces erecled of later times, particularly a magnificent 
Chttrch built and endowed by Mr. Harrifon; vvhofe Ne- 
phew the Reverend Mr. Robinfon hath mofl generouuy 
promiVd to endow another Church, which, it is hone i, 
will be fhortly erecled in that populous Town of Lceds, 
to the buildingof which feverai of the Magiftrates, par- 
ticulariy Mr. Milncr f svho hath adorned the Market-piace 
with a mofl nobie Marble Statue of Her late Majefty pia- 
ced in the Front of the Guild-hall) and other Inhabitants 
have fubfcribed very liberally. Here is aifb a Charity- 
School foran Hundred poor Chiidren, who arecioathed 
and taught here, &c. 

But what reiates more immediately to thefe Pkilofupbi- 
cal TranjaBions, is the annexed Catalogue of the Authors 
Mufmm, juftly celebrated for Antiquities and for naturd 
and artificial Curiofnhi. The Cataiogue of the Coins and 
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Medals is furprizingly copious and valuablc To dic 

ancient'Gr«£-and ConfvtUr, or Family-Monies of thc Ro~ 

msm, he hafh added above a thoufand Imptrid, feveral 

of vvhich are noted by the learned Baron Sfanhemms as 

very rareV and fo liketvife arethcfe juftly efteemed that 

relate more immediately to Britain, vvhecher mintcd by 

the Romans or Britains. Tirat of Thor with Runic Letters 

is inefHmabie, being the only knovvn Piece in the World 

vvith thofe ancient Chara&ers upon k. This vvas firft 

dcciphered by the Right Reverend Dr. Nichpifon Lord 

Biihop of Carlip, and afrer by Dr. Hicks, the tvvo greac 

Reviversof that fort of Literature. Upon whkh fingle 

Medala learned Foreigner hath printcd a diftincl: Trea- 

ti(e. *And the ingenious Sir Andrew Fountain inhis Dififer- 

tatio Epiflclaris to the Right Honourable Thomas Eari of 

Pembhke, faith exprefiy ** Numifmatum omnittm qu<e. aut 

" Anglo-Saxonibus, aat Anglo-Danis in ufu fmffe vihntttr^ 

" ntdlum notatu aignius efi, qttam id literis Runicis infcrip- 

" tttm, qttod pcjfidet vir genere & ingenio chrm Radulphus 

" Thoresbcius, Leodienfis. " Thofe of the Saxon Kings 

begin vvith a very choice one of Edmn the ancienteil 

Coin of the Englifli Nation, and of theflrfl: Chriftian King 

of Ncrthtimberland ,• and are fucceeded by thofe of the 

Danifh and Narman Lines, and continued to the prefenc 

Age, in agreat Variety of current MoniesandMedals in 

Goid, Siiver and Copper. Thofe oflreland and the Englifh 

Ylantations in America, are intcrfpers'd in the feverai 

Reigns : but thofe of Scotland, from thefirfl: of the Alexan- 

ders, are ib numerous and vaiuabie as tomerit a particu. 



* De Argcnto iniignitoiJ^w^fcu literis Gothicis,8v. Sententia Nicbolai 
Kederi, Regii Antkpitauim CollegU, quod Hclmije cft, AireiToris. 4« 
1703. Lipfee, 
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lar Defcription. Ail along are very inflr uctive Diredions 
how to Siftmguifjh thc Kings o: the fame Nanie froni 
cne anorher, before thc Numbers vvere added upon their 
Monies- Ihe iJaw*?* Ernpcrours andSaxw Kings jbcing 
weii cngraved before» thcchief D.cfecl and Djfhcuky 1* 
in thofc from V/illiam !. to Henrj Vll. which are therefore 
delineatcd herc froni the Originais. To thefe are prefix- 
ed the raofl ancient Confiilar Monies, vvhich many Ages 
preceeded che Incarnatkm of our Steiled Saviour, becaufe 
ncver yet extant in any B»gli?P Autlior. The bther Me- 
dals and Monies of Popes, Emperours, Kings aad Re- 
publicks, rauft be omictcd for brcvicy's iake, tho r forne of 
them (particularly that oi the Siege of Leydra in fafihard) 
be very rare. 

The Natur&l Curicfities are ranked in the foilowing 
Mcthod, i. //#««*? Rarities, z. ^iadrupeds, Viviparous 
(mukiiidous and bifidous) and Oviparous, vvith an Ac- 
count of certain Balls and Scones found in the Stomachs 
©f feverai Animals. § Serpems. q.Birds, Land and Wa- 
ter-Fowls vvith their Eggs. 5. Fifncs., viviperous and 
oviparous, fcaled and exanguious. 6. Shells, whirled and 
fingle, double and mukiple. 7. Infecis, with naked and 
with flieathed Wings, and creeping Infecls. 8. Plants, 
which begin with Dr. Nicolfons Coiledion of above 800 
dry'd Plants j the reft are reduced to the accurace Method 
of Dr. Sloane, in his Cat.Flant, in lnfula Jamaica, pro- 
cceding from the Corals and other Submarines to the 
Fruits and Farcs of Trees. 9. Formed Stones, vvhich are 
ranged according to Mr.Llrcjds curious Tracl, Lithophy 
hc. Britan. only to the Cryftals and Diamonds are pre- 
mifed the Margarita Cumhrenfes, fome.of which have as 
good a Water as the Qriental. Afcer the foffiie Shells 
and Stones ofthe turbinated Kind, cheBivalves and Shells 
amaffed together into greatStones by apetrifyed.Cement, 
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follow the Marbles and other Stones irreguiar. i o. The 
Metals Ores, Saks and Ambers, of which one with a FJy, 
another with a Spider enclofed. 

The Artificial Curiofities relate to War, as Indim and 
Perfian Bows, Arrows, Darts, Armour, Shields, Tar- 
gets, Tomahaws, poifoned Daggers : to the Mathema- 
ticks,to Houfhold-jlujf, Habits, &c. ftom the remoteft Parts 
of the habitable World ; not negle&ing thofe that are ob- 
folete of our own Nation. Then follow Statues, Bafs-Re- 
iitveSiSeals^ Impreffions, Copper-plates, Heathen Deities, 
Amulets, Charmsand Matters relating toRomifhSuper- 
ftitions. 

Of enameVd Curiofities, that of General Fairfax and 
the fatal Battle at tfafebj is perform'd with foexquifite 
Art, that it infinitely tranfcends the Metal, tho' Gold, 
And for Paintings, the Mifery ef War is admirably ex- 
prefs'd, as to the various Paffions, upon a Copper-plate 
about two Foot broad, To thefe may be added the Col« 
ledion of printed Heads, and the Effigies of iliuftrious 
and learned Perfons, begrnning with the Royal-Famiiy s 
chen the Nobility, Warriours, Gentry, &c in a Chrono- 
logical Series, !n the Ecclefiaftical State, the Archbi/hops 
and Bifliops are introduced by the Martyrs and Confeflbrs 
of their venerable Order, and fucceeded by other learned 
Dignitaries and pious Divines of both Denominations. 
The Judges. are attended by the Literati in a)l Faculties, 
Phyficians, Philofophers, Hiftorians, Poets, Painters 
and other Artifts. Some learned and pious Ladies are in- 
terfpers'd. Thereare Volumesof the Saints, Popes, Em- 
peiors, and other Foreigners, amounting toche Number 
of i j- or 1 600, many of which are done by rhe moft ce- 
lebrated Hands. Original Defigns dravvn by the Pen of 
noted Virtuofos. Writings and Drwings by the Blind or 
lame, as born without Hands. Some by other perfonsr 

fc 



( 3°9 ) 

ibadmirably fmall yetlegible, that in onc there are 2t, 
in another 28 Lines in the compafs of an Inch. Papers 
of different Materials, Coiour, Finenefs, ejrc. ancient and 
modern : one Sheet of tranfparent !ndian Paper a ■ Yard in 
length. Inkherns from Mufcovia s md Tttrkey,\vith Reed-pens 
painted and gilt. A Turkifh Commillion and Seal, a Mancks 
Warrant, the former imprefs'd with Ink not Wax, thelat- 
ter upon blew Slate not Paper. Books printed in feven 
feveral Languages that are fpoken in the Engliih Domi- 
nions, not including vvhat may now be added by the Ac- 
ceffion of His prefent Majefty. A Catalogue of die vari- 
ous Editions of the Bible in this Mufeum; of the Ccncor* 
dances alfo, and Common-Prayer Booksin difFerent Langua* 
ges; of the Manttfcripts alfo, it being confiderably encrea- 
fed fince that inferted inthe Oxford CatalogvtQ anno 1697. 
To thefe areadded a Lift of Books publiihed in tbe Infan- 
cy ofthe Art of Printing, and others that later Contro- 
verfies have rendred remarkable. And alfb a largc Ca- 
talogue of ' Autographs begun of late Years by the Au- 
thor, yet by his general Correfpondence furnifhed with 
the Signs Manual of many of the Kings of England before 
theReformation; and the proper Hand-Writing of every 
one fince • with thofe of a vaft Number of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal in feveral Reigns, and of the lear- 
ned Authors, &c. The like alfo of foreign Potentates, 
Warriours, Literati &c. of thefe fome are very remar- 
kable, being fubfcribed by the Lords of the Privy Coun- 
cil at Wbitehall, by the Lord Prefident and Council at 
Tork, and the Lord Deputy and Council at Duhlin, ftcm 
Queen Elizabettfs Reign to the laft Day of King James 
li. when the Warrant could not be executed. Oliver 
CromwelCs Inftru&ions to the Lord Faulconberg when 
fent Ambafladour to the French King. Th' Warrants of 
the feveral Governments that fo haftiiy fupplanted one a- 
sether in that Year of Confufton 1659, (which occafio- 
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ned the Reftoration ) all under their propcr Hands and 
Seais. To thefe he hath fince added Richard CrorwlCs 
orign-sl Letters Patents to diflblve the Pariiament j and 
ancther rate Alhum with many learned Hands, to thofe 
before mcntioned. Then foliovveth a Cataiogue of feve- 
rai Manufcrift Rols, Letters Fatents, DtyUmJs£haricts and 
ancient Deeds of Gift to Religious Houfes, vvhich vvouid bs 
of ufe towatds another Volume of the Monafticsn Angli- 
canum. Bede-Rolls, Diffcnfations, &c. Laflly, a Defcrip- 
tion of oihzt Antiqnities here depofited, as Roman Deities, 
Aitars, Sepuichral Monuments, Urns of different forms 
and Coiours, Cornelian Signets, a Roman Triumph iti 
Bajfe-Relieve, and the Story of Adonis flain by a Boar Be- 
fides thefe there are Clay Coining-Moulds for counter- 
feiting the Roman Coyns when currant, FibuU VefHaria^ 
Rings or Bracelets of Jett, telTeilated Pavements, Lamps, 
Bricks with Infcriptions. of which one very inftrudive is 
mentioned in theOx/or^Edition of Livy. Towhich are 
added liiafs-Svvords found in England, Ireland and the 
Ifle of Man ; Britijh Arrowheads of Fiint; a Dsnifb Sa- 
crifking Mallet of Marble, Antique Spurs, Shields, &e. 
of iater Ages, tho' now antiquated. The Figures of 
many of thefe are very well engraven, as alfo the Churches 
and Profpeds in the Book. 

B/ the Appendix it appears what ccnfiderable Addi- 
tions the indcfatigable Author is continuaiiy making to 
this Mufeum. A -Medal of Jo Kendali is efpecialiy remarka- 
ble, becaufe reirievingthe Memory ofthat notedWarriour, 
reprefcnting his Read in a noble Relievo, who was Turco- 
plletiusot Coionelof theCavairy (vvhich Ofiice beionged 
to \\\z Englijh Nation) at the memorabJe Siege of Rhcdes, 
whcn Mahomet the Great vvas worfUd. To the Auto- 
graphs is added onc imprefied withaStile upon a Falmet- 
to Lcaf, and folded up as a miffive Letter in the Eaft-Indtes 
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by one Timoihy a converted Mahbarian. Through the whole 
Work he is particularly grateful, in writing the Names of 
his Benefa&ors that have fent him any Curiofities. And 
conciudes witlv an account of umfual Accidents that have 
attended fomePerfons in theh Births, Lives, and Deaths, 
of which many are very very remarkable, but I fear to be 
too tedioua. 
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